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By her own account, Ms Laetitia 
Wong (above) was, academically, 
a late bloomer.  

Studying was not always the poly-
technic graduate’s forte, until it was
time to earn her degree, she says.

After seven months as an intern-
reporter at a free news tabloid, 
coupled with various stints as a 
writer for school publications, Ms 
Wong knew she wanted to work 
in an industry where she would 
not only be able to write, but also 
communicate with people from 
all walks of life. 

It was then that the 22-year-old 
felt ready to go back to school and 
earn the degree that she hoped 
would open doors for her in the 
industry. 

She pursued a Bachelor of Arts 
in Communication & Media Stud-
ies and Public relations double 
major programme with Murdoch 
University through Kaplan. 

Students with polytechnic di-
plomas, as well as Kaplan and
Murdoch University-recognised 
private diplomas, can qualify for 
direct entry into year 2 of the pro-
gramme. They can complete the
course in 16 months instead of 28 
months — she completed hers in 
18 months.

AMerICAn-Born Janice Liu, 18, 
who grew up in Taiwan and Sin-
gapore, has been through differ-
ent education systems.

When the Taiwanese-American 
was contemplating a universi-
ty education,  she was drawn to  
eSSeC Business School’s holistic 
education approach and enrolled 
in its Global BBA (Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration) programme 
at its Asia Pacific campus here.

Says Ms Liu: “eSSeC’s intimate 
class seminar setting allows stu-
dents to interact more closely with 
one another and the professor. 

“Its emphasis on teamwork 
and delivering ideas fits my ide-
al of a good business school; I 
also like the school’s interna-
tional approach and diverse mix 
of students from different back-
grounds and cultures.” 

The four-year eSSeC Global 
BBA programme imparts man-
agerial tools and theories, and 
offers new insights into society 
and the business world. It also 
provides students with ample in-
ternational exposure, as well as 
rich multicultural academic and 
professional experiences. 

enriching activities
Since joining eSSeC in Sep-
tember, Ms Liu has particularly  
enjoyed the interactive class par-
ticipation, in-class activities and 
case studies that help students 
apply concepts learnt to a real 
world situation. 

one memorable activity was 
the Kallystée Game, which simu-
lates the operations of a cosmetic 
company in the business world. 
her class was divided into teams 
of four to manage its financing, 
marketing and growth, and each 
team competed and compared 
its decisions with actual deci-
sions made by the company. 

As a Global BBA Student Am-
bassador, Ms Liu is involved in 
student activities, such as meet-
ing potential students during the 
school’s information sessions 
and sharing her Global BBA ex-
perience with them. 

Passionate about dance, she 
set up a dance club at school.

“It has been a challenging but 

Reaching new heights
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a hunger for success while 
studying for a degree in 
communications at Kaplan
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strategic considerations
Ms Wong, who earned high dis-
tinctions for most of her modules, 
says the practical aspects of the 
course appealed to her. 

“I liked that the programme 
was structured in a flexible man-
ner. For example, I could mix and 
match modules, and take on as 
many or as little as my time al-
lowed,” she explains. 

It helped that the locations of 
Kaplan’s four campuses are cen-
tral and easily accessible by public 
transport, as she knew she would 
continue to work while studying 
for her degree.

Inspiring success
now a community executive at 
Level3, a new workspace that 
supports emerging start-ups and 
entrepreneurs, Ms Wong says her 
course has prepared her well for 
the demands of the job. 

her role requires her to create 
content for social media and in-
teract with the workspace com-
munity to understand their needs 
better, among others. 

She says: “The course was fa-
cilitated by experienced lectur-
ers and trainers from relevant  
industries. 

“For example, we learnt about 
public relations from a lecturer 

fulfilling experience, being able 
to pursue my passion at school, 
gather people with a similar in-
terest and take the lead in start-
ing something,” she says.

gaining exposure
The Global BBA programme also 
offers many avenues for exposure 
on an international platform that 
include international exchange 
or double degree programmes. 

Students who are joining the 
programme this September can 
participate in one-semester inter- 
campus mobility during their  
second year at any of eSSeC’s  
four campuses in France, Singa-
pore, Morocco and Mauritius.

Students will need to complete 
at least nine months of intern-
ship comprising a three-month 
operational internship and a six-
month managerial internship in 
any country. 

eSSeC’s Career Services team 
regularly organises workshops, 
networking sessions and profes-
sional talks for students to con-
nect with experienced profession-
als from a wide range of industries 
and build their network.

who had over 15 years of experi-
ence in the industry. 

“our lecturers passed on their 
skills and experiences to us, and 
were generally wiling to share  
relevant contacts when we re-
quested for them.” 

Ms Wong also felt that many 
assignments and group projects 
were realistic and could be imple-
mented in the industry. 

In fact, her project for the Cam-
paign Management module, 
for which her group designed 
and presented a comprehensive 
social media campaign for the 
Singapore red Cross, will be im-
plemented by the organisation 
this year. 

The programme structure and 
the conducive environment at 
Kaplan helped her become more 
disciplined and independent too.

“We had to do everything our-
selves, including taking the ini-
tiative to do extra research and 
printing our own notes,” she says. 

In fact, Ms Wong discovered a 
“hunger for success” she was un-
aware of. 

“I didn’t know what I wanted 
and wasn’t interested in studies, 
but I’m now really passionate 
about my work and want to con-
tinue learning to improve myself,” 
she adds.

Students receive assistance in 
the review of their resumés and cre-
ation of their LinkedIn profiles too. 

In another instance, Ms Liu 
went through a mock interview 
that helped her to clinch a three-
month internship position at 
start-up Vaniday, an online plat-
form that connects customers 
with beauty and wellness profes-
sionals across the world.

In the two months since she 
started work at Vaniday, she has 
become more independent, be-
sides growing personally and 
professionally. 

“At first, it was a little over-
whelming for me to represent a 
company and shoulder such re-
sponsibilities. But I want to take 
on every opportunity to gain as 
much experience as possible to 
achieve my career goals,” she says.

Ms Liu hopes to be able to 
take up a marketing or human 
resource role in the beauty and 
personal care industry. 

“In the long run, I am working 
towards something which will 
meld my passion in dance and 
business — a dance school for 
young children,” she says.

Driven by passion

students of the global BBA programme learn to apply concepts 
to real-world situations, says Ms liu. PHOTOs: CHONG JUN LIANG
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